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Unit 5 Elias’ story
Step1.Lead-in 
1. When talking about a person, what adjectives can you think of to describe his or her qualities?

Adjectives for describing a person:
Positive qualities: kind, honest, brave, loyal, happy, wise, smart, friendly, warm, cheerful, popular, generous, hard-working, diligent, strong-minded, determined,
Negative qualities: weak, stupid, lazy, dishonest, mean, tense, cold, unkind, miserable, dull, stubborn, dull
2. What qualities do you think we should find in a great person?

A great person should be determined, hard-working, unselfish, and generous. He should follow his ideas and never lose heart when he is in trouble. He usually gives up something to achieve his goals. He should be willing to do public service work without pay, be active in social activities, gets on well with others, and help others, etc.
Today we are going to read about nelson Mandela, a great leader who fights for the rights of the black people and is considered as a modern hero. Now read the title of the text ---Elia’s story. Can you guess what kind of writing the text is? A story is usually a piece of narrative writing.

Step2. Fast reading Read the passage quickly and find out Topic sentence of each paragraph to get the main idea and the structure of the text. Topic sentence of each paragraph:

Para1. The time when I first met nelson Mandela was a very difficult period of my life.

Para2. Sadly I did not have this passbook because I was not born there and I was worried about whether I would be out of work.

Para3. The day when Nelson Mandela told me what to do and helped me was one of the happiest day of my life.

Para4. the last thirty years have seen the greatest number of laws stopping our rights and progress until today we have reached a stage where we have almost no right at all.

Para5. we first broke the law in a way which was peaceful; when this was not allowed...only then did we decide to answer violence with violence.

The quoted speech in the story objectively reveals Mandela’s political views 
So What is the main idea of the text? What does Elias tell about in his story?

 Main idea of the passage: Elias describes how nelson Mandela helped the black people through his own experience.
He tells about his life, how Mandela helped him and how he supported Mandela.
Step3. Intensive reading Read the passage carefully to locate particula information and answer some detailed questions.
1. what do Mandela do to help black people?
Mandela helped black people by offering guidance to them on legal problem. This prevented them from being badly treated by the government.
2. Why did Elias visit Nelson Mandela? What is Elias’ problem?
Elias visited Nelson Mandela because he neededlegal help. He Elias is a black worker in South Africa. He was not legally allowed to work without a passbook. He did not have one because he was not born in Johannesburg. He was worried about whether he would be out of work. Nelson Mandela was able to help him get the passbook.
3. What was Elias’ attitude towards the unfair situation black people faced? How do you know?

Elias felt upset or angry about the unfair situation black people faced. He tells us in the story that black people could not choose where to live, his job or his homeland outside the city.

 4.Why did he support violence when he did not agree with it?

Why did Nelson Mandela turn to violence to make black and white people equal?
Because their attempt to attack the law in a peaceful way failed. They had to answer violence with violence. There was no other way of changing this unfair situation.

Step4. Language study

Now please read and underline all the useful expressions or collocations in the passage. Copy them to your notebook after class as homework. 
	 Offer guidance to sb. on sth. ; be generous with; pay the school fees and the bus fair; this is a time when ….; become /be out of work; become more hopeful about ,,,,,,; Youth League; reach a stage where……; fight the government; attack the laws; broke the law, in a way; as a matter of fact ; blow up; achieve one’s dream of ……


And pick out the difficult and long sentences from the reading passage. discuss it by group working and work out the meaning together.if necessary, you can ask me for help. In the last few minutes you are asked to translate some difficulty sentences in the passage.
Step5. Listening
Play the tape of the passage for you to listen and follow. pay attention to the pronunciation and intonation. At the same time, you can enjoy the beauty of the English language. And it can prepare you for the retelling the text in the next step.

Step6.Summary and retelling the text

Retell the story according to the following clues: 

Elias’ problem; Mandela’s help; Elias’ support. 

Elias is a black worker in South Africa. His family was so poor that he had to drop out of school at the age of eight. Later on, he was able to work as a gold miner in Johannesburg. But he hadn’t got a passbook which was required if one wanted to live in Johannesburg. He was worried about being dismissed. 
However, he was lucky enough to get some help from nelson Mandela and managed to get the correct papers. After that, he began to know more Mandela and his political ideas. 
He agreed with Mandela’s views on the unfair laws against the black people and his idea about peaceful fighting. He also knew that all Mandela wanted to do was to fight for equal rights for the black people. So he supported him heart and soul.

Step 7. Discussion
a. What do you learn about Nelson Mandela from ELIAS’ STORY? 
We know that Mandela is a great leader who fought for equal rights for the black people all through his life. He organized the ANC Youth League which fought against the government. He is in favor of peaceful fighting. He is kind, helpful, generous, brave, and determined.
b. What about the writing style of the passage?Do you like the way Elias tells his story? Give a reason. 
I like the way Elias tells the story. Elias is a black worker with only a little education, so he uses some simple and short sentences to describe his experiences and his contact with Mandela, and thus makes the whole story more real-like and close to the readers. The quoted speech in the story objectively reveals Mandela’s political views through which some aspects of Mandela’s qualities are shown clearly.
Step8. Homework 
1. Copy the useful phrases and sentences you like to your notebook.

2. Retell the passage and write it down in your own words.
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